THEORY OF NO-SOUL           5B

read in the " Lion " Sutta1 how, in their long,
long span of pleasant being, the gods forget
this, till at length a Buddha arises in the world.
" And just as the king of beasts at eventide
comes forth from his lair and roars, so that
all the beasts tremble and hide, so does he
proclaim the Norm to gods and to men, how
all matter and all mind recombines and
dissolves again. Thereat the gods hear and
in anguish exclaim: Alas ! we who fancied
ourselves permanent, stable, eternal, we are
confined by an individuality that is imper-
manent, unstable, temporary! "

Again, a special case of this illusion being
dispelled is given in the legend-sutta of the
Brahma-god Baka, who appears to the Buddha
and declares the Brahma-heaven to be per-
manent, etc., without birth, decay, or decease,
and that beyond it is no salvation. The
Buddha replies, that only because of his
ignorance can Baka affirm his heaven to be
eternal, absolute, free from the law of imper-
manence, or affording ultimate salvation.2

It will be seen that there is no attempt
here, in denying the absolute in all deity, to
deny also that gods exist. That they existed
was taken- for granted. They lived longer and
more pleasantly, they had superior, less
limited organisms, and better powers of
locomotion. But they existed, law-governed,
like mankind, that is to say, the world-order
fulfilled itself in them ; they did not create it*
1 Samyvtta-Nik&ya, Hi. 85,          2 Op. tit* i. 142.